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Part A Direction: Each of the statements below is followed by four suggested Persian equivalents. Select 

the one that is best in each case and then completely fill in the corresponding circle on the answer sheet. 
 

1. The Secretarial Function is an art comprising reasoned modes of address and communication, and teaching 

the forms of address employed amongst men in correspondence.  
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2. The hands of Abú Lahab shall perish.  
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3. And when this event happened several of their chiefs and men of note rose up and came to Ghazna. 
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4. She, rising to her feet, advanced towards Mámún, with a profound obeisance and earnest apologies, brought 

him forward …   .  
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5. O Prince of Believers! The command of God cometh, seek not then to hasten it!  
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6. Now his justice has no bounds, nor was there any limit to the effectiveness of his commands, and indeed, in 

these two things lies the essence of kingship.  
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7.  “O Earth, gulp down thy waters, and O Heaven, draw them up”; and the water abated.  
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8. God Almighty saith, 'Verily the most honourable of you in God's sight is he who is most pious of you.'  
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9. In the setting forth of his message he must adopt that method which the orators of the Arabs have thus 

described:  “The best speech is that which is brief and significant, and wearisome."  
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10. For when you examine this matter, a contrary conclusion results.  
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11. O Núh, thou hast contended with us and made great the contention with us.  
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12. Produce, then, that wherewith thou threatenest us, if thou art of those who speak truly.  
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13. He ordered Tásh to march against him with seven thousand horsemen, suppress this sedition, and put an 

end to this grave incident in whatever way he deemed most expedient.  
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14. “Such a person must maintain a heart free from care in order to attain to such delicacies of expression."  
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15. [God will raise up those of you who believe] and those to whom knowledge hath been given to [superior] degrees. 
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16. So the deputation of Lamghánís returned with great contentment and huge satisfaction, and continued 

during that year in the easiest of circumstances, divulging their secret to no one.  
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17. Now she was a damsel peerless in beauty and unrivalled in attainments.  
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18. Poetry is that art whereby the poet arranges imaginary propositions, and adapts the deductions, … .  
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19. “One for one, and he who begins is most in the wrong.” 
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20. Therefore he must accustom himself to peruse the Scripture of the Lord of Glory, the traditions of 

Muhammad the Chosen One (pbh), the Memoirs of the Companions, … 
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Part B Direction: Translate the following paragraphs into fluent Farsi. (5 points) 

1. Thus they relate that Ahmad b. 'Abdu'lláh al-Khujistání was asked, "How didst thou, who wert 

originally an ass-herd, become Amír of Khurásán?" He replied: "One day I was reading the Díván 

of Handhala of Bádghís, in Bádghís of Khujistán, when I chanced on these two couplets: 

If lordship lies within the lion's jaws,  

Go, risk it, and from those dread portals seize 

Such straight-confronting death as men desire, 

Or riches, greatness, rank and lasting ease.   (2points) 

2. The minister, therefore, extending his favour, excused them the taxes of yet another year. 

During these two years the people of Lamghán grew rich, but this did not suffice them, for in the 

third year their greed reasserted itself, and, hoping again to be excused.  (1) 

3. And in his forms of address he should observe, moderation, writing to each person that which 

befits his position, whereunto his kingdom, domain, army, and treasure are a guide; save in the 

case of one who may himself have fallen short in this matter.   (1) 

4. One who pursues any craft which depends on reflection ought to be free from care and anxiety, 

for if it be otherwise, the arrows of his thought will fly wide and will not hit the target of 

achievement, since only by a tranquil mind can one arrive at such words. (1) 
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